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n road maps, Interstate
0270 is the major north-
south thoroughfare in
Montgomery County, Md. But, the
immediate region served by the
interstate has two other nick-
names that you won't find on
maps, the I-270 Tech Corridor and
“DNA Alley,” which refer to the
bustling biotechnology and fife
sciences industry in the county.
To meet the work-force

demands of these businesses, .

Montgomery College has posi-
tioned itself as a premiere center
for -biotechnology education-and
training in Montgomery. County.
Located on our Germantown
‘Campus, .the biotechnology -pro-
gram offers ‘state-of-the-art edu-
cational opportunities ‘designed to
develop the“'skills of students
which enable them to go directly
Into the biotechnology work force.

We fave become a resource
for the future biotechnology work-
ets, of Montgomery -County by

offéring an. associaté of applied

science degree in biotechnology;

an associate of science degrée in -
science with concentrations in- -

chemistry, environmental science,

life science, math and physics;”
and a certificate in biotechnology. -

We are also a resource for the cur-
rentwork force, with courses avall-
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able for professional develop-
ment. Our instructional methods
are regularly updated with input
from the_biotechnology program
advisory committee, made up of
members of the local biotechnolo-
gy business community.

But we believe that our job is
not done, that there is still much
more workto do to educate the cur-
rent and future biotechnology and
life sciences industry work force in
Montgomery County. Our plan is to
create a world-class continuum of
blotechnology and bioscience €

- students from miiddle schiool o the -

post-doctoral levels in an integrat-

ed academic, business and

research environment. 8
Recently, weé received.a pr%u-

“glous National Science. Foundation

Partnerships for Innovation grant that
will be used to help us accomplish
these goals. Montgomery College is

one.of only two community colleges

ationwide to.receive the NSF grant,

which amounts to $600,000 dunng'

the nextthree years.

Even ‘more” recently, . our

President Chariene Nunley .and
University of Maryland President
C.D. Mote Jr. signed an agreement
between our two institutions of
higher education that will expand
opportunities for students in the
bioscience_field, including the
ability to complete a University of
Maryland bachelor's degree in life
sciences on-site at our community
college’s Germantown Campus.
Under the agreement,  the
University of Maryland will provide
students with the oppertunity to
take the upper two years of its life
sciences baccalaureate degree
program at our Germantown
Campus, after completing the first
two years of their coursework as a
Montgomery College student.
ithough the upper-level courses
ifl=be provided at our
Germantown  Campus, the

University System of Maryland's,

Universities at Shady Grove; a
Montgemery County faclhty that

" offers the upper-level baccalaure- -

ate degree programs ~from
Maryland's universities, will pro-

vide services for students in the -

program,

creation of a summer-training pro-
gram for middle-school teachers

and an expansion of ourbioscience
career camps for ninth-and tenth-
grade high-school students. [n col-
laboration - with  Montgomery
County Public Schools, the grant
will also be used to create an

Upcounty Biotech Academy on the -

coliege’s Germantown Campus for

high-achieving students from area -

high schools who wish to prepare
for a career in the biosciences.
Students would take half of their
courses at their home high school
and accelerated math and science
courses at the coliege. The
Upcounty Biotech Academy will
supplement five local high-schoof
biotech academies currently under
development in the central and
eastern parts of Montgomery
County.

Additionally, grant tunds wi
be used to provide business train-
ing to scientists, biotechnology
and life sciences professionals by
ontgomery College’s Macklm
Center for Entrepreneurship; -

+“To accommodate the growth of
these educational programs, we
have planned for a new, state-of-

- the-an bioscience education cen-
With the National Sclence

- Foundation grant, Montgomery
‘College will also work towards the

ter on our ‘Germantown Campus
that “would house -biotechnology
and-other science programs, as
well as- the University of
Maryland's on-site . program.

: Department: .- -of
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Design will begin next year on that
facility and we -hope to-have .it
completed and ready for openlng
by 2010.

Perhaps the most excmng part
of this overall initiative will be-our
development of a 40-acre life sci-
ences and technology business
park adjacent to the Germantown
Campus with-up to 1 million
square feet of commercial space
for wet labs, offices and other
uses. The park will be designed to
meet the needs of new and estab-
lished bioscience and technology
businesses. -

Along with the business park,
we will be developing a technology
business incubator that will be
operated by our county's
Economic
Development.- The entire project
will be modeed after the success
of a nearby county research and
development park known as. the

) Shady Grove Life'Sciences Center.

Our<‘community  has - been
1y iin_attracting “a. thriving
bmtechnulogy and life sciences

Montgomery-College s putung in
place the educational and training
programs that will support this
vision and lead to.the success of
the industry and its work force well
into the 21st century. A




