Citing Sources in a Research Report

In your research, you will probably be consulting a variety of sources from different stages in the flow of information.

There may be encyclopedia articles and books from an older stage, 

magazine or journal articles of a more recent stage, 

newspaper reports published just a day or so after an event, 

and radio or TV broadcasts given live or only hours after an event.

Any of these stages can feature items from earlier times—for example, a magazine article on Abraham Lincoln’s depression.

Other types of sources, both published and unpublished, include 

musical scores, paintings, photographs, travel brochures, signs, TV programs, interviews, advertisements and speeches.

For all information sources, we try to provide the information that is necessary for a reader to locate those sources. Then we write that reference information in a consistent format so that the reader can use it easily.

Two comon documentation formats are used in the United States: MLA and APA. Those letters stand for Modern Language Association and American Psychological Association. You should find out now which format your teacher requires for the research paper you are doing in your class.  

Generally speaking, MLA is required by English instructors and by some instructors in history and the humanities, like art or philosophy.  Social science instructors (sociology, economics and political science, for example) usually want the APA style.

The documentation allows the reader to locate our sources. Why do we want to allow people to locate our sources? There are several reasons.

1. The reader will believe that we have investigated the subject thoroughly.

2. The reader will see that we quoted the source accurately.

3. The reader can learn additional information about the topic.

4. We can look up the reference ourselves at a later time, if we need to.

5. We protect ourselves from plagiarism. 

Now, in order to locate our sources, the reader needs to know several things.

1. Name of writer

2. Title of book or article

3. Location of an article in a newspaper, magazine, journal, anthology, etc.

4. Publication data (date, company, city)

There are variations and details within each of these categories. Consult a handbook or guide for any details that you are not sure of.

1. Two or more authors. Unknown author. Group author.

2. Subtitle. Part of a book. An editor or translator.

3. Book in a series. Volume. Edition.

4. Division of a publishing company; Original publication date.

We list all our sources of every kind on a page (or pages) at the end of our research report. They will be given in alphabetical order of the first word of each citation. That word is the author’s last name, or if the author is not named it is the first word of the title (omitting the article a, an, the). If there is no author or title, use the first few words of the text.

That page is called the Works Cited page.  Alternatively, sources can be referenced in footnotes at the bottom of the page, and information about the source may be given right in our text.
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Include this information in each reference on your Works Cited page. This is MLA format.

Author (last name is first)

Book Title (underlining)

Publishing Information (city—company—year)
Preston, Richard.
The Hot Zone.
New York: Anchor, 1995.
So, this is what the book reference looks like on the Works Cited page.

Preston, Richard. The Hot Zone. New York: Anchor, 1995.

If a reference takes two or more lines, use a hanging indent.

Preston, Robert J. The Strange Case of Franklin Cunningham and Anthony  L. Cannisario. San 


Fransisco: Prentice-Hall, 2002.

And here is an example of an in-text citation of the same source

In The Hot Zone, Richard Preston describes deadly disease cells bursting out of the lungs (364).

(The complete information for the source must still be given on the Works Cited page or in a Footnote.)

- - - - - - - - - -

Now see the same source referenced in the APA format.

Author and Year

Title (italic)

City and Publisher

Preston, R. (1995).
The Hot Zone.
New York: Anchor.
APA format on the References page—

Preston, R. (1995). The Hot Zone. New York: Anchor.
Do not use boldface type in your citations.

Variations in author, title, and publishing information for MLA format.
Authors

One author

2 authors

3 authors

4 or more authors

Group author

Editor

Unknown author [Leave empty]

Bell, Ann S.
Bell, Ann S., and Curtis Dale.
Bell, Ann S., Curtis Dale, and Emily Ford.
Bell, Ann S., et al.
National Rifle Association.
Ball, Amos, ed.
[No author’s name—Begin with the title]

NOTE: Do not include a photographer or illustrator who may be named on the title page. 

However, a ghost writer may be named after the author using “with.”

Example: Lopez, Jennifer, with James Beard.

Titles

Subtitle

Title within the title

Second Edition

Multivolume work

Book in a series

Translator

Hard Times: Life in the Great Depression.
Imagery in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.
Huck Finn Abroad. 2nd ed.
The War of the Roses. 2 vols.
The Art of Haiku. Eastern Verse. Ser. 9.
Underground in Havana. Trans. Ivan Jukes.
NOTE: The letters ed. may mean “editor,” “edited by” or “edition.”

Publishing Information

Less known city (give state or country)

University press (add UP)

Company division (give the division first)

Latest date (not the date of earlier edition)
Elmira, NY

Oxford UP

Anchor-Random House

1998

NOTE: When giving the publisher’s name, omit words like “Books, Press, Publishers, Company, 


 
Incorporated.” 

Example: St. Martin’s Press is written as St. Martin’s.

An article, story or essay in a Periodical or Newspaper.

Author

Article (quotes)

Periodical (underlining; no dot)

Publishing Information (month-year-page)

Lane, Lois.
“Homework and Fieldwork.”
Field & Stream
May 2005: 120+.
Now look at these examples of citations for magazine, journal or newspaper articles.

Magazine Article (monthly)

Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” Field & Stream May 2005: 120+.

Magazine Article (weekly)

Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” Newsweek 21 Mar. 2005: 44-48.
Journal Article (by volume)

Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” Language 72 (1996): 523-556.

Journal Article (by issue)

Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” Criminal Justice Journal 44:3 (1996): 31-44.

Article in a Department

Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” The New Yorker The Theatre 13 Nov. 2000: 154.

Newspaper Article

Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” Bergen Times 27 Oct. 2004: B3.

Unsigned Editorial

“Homework and Fieldwork.” Editorial. Maywood Post 22 Dec. 2003: 18.

- - - - - - - - - -

For a writing in an anthology, include the title of the anthology and the editor’s name.

Author

Title

Anthology title. Editor’s name

Publishing information

Lane, Lois.
“Homework and Fieldwork.”

Adventures of Modern Life. Ed. Mark Nelson.
New York: Knopf, 1998.
Lane, Lois. “Homework and Fieldwork.” Adventures of Modern Life. Ed. Mark Nelson. New York: Knopf, 1998.

Remember to look in a handbook or guide for any details that you are not sure of.

