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H
ow

 can you get 20 college
students to line up on cam

pus
at 5:45 a.m

.?  Park a w
aiting

m
otorcoach that w

ill w
hisk

them
 aw

ay to the Big A
pple for

the day, and they w
ill com

e—
day or night. 

The first stop in N
ew

 York
for the group of M

acklin
Business Institute and
M

ontgom
ery C

ollege Business
and Econom

ics C
lub students

w
as the U

nited N
ations.

A
ccording to Szabina Taylor,

M
acklin scholar, the lessons

began im
m

ediately: “W
hile

w
aiting for our tour guide, w

e
had an opportunity to look at a
photography exhibit—

personal
portraits of m

en, w
om

en, and
children from

 around the
w

orld. In each, w
e saw

 the
raw

est em
otions of devastation

and hope flickered in the eyes
of these individuals. That not

only opened our eyes—
w

ide—
to the im

portance of under-
standing, connecting, and
reaching out, but it set the tone
for our tour.” 

D
uring a private tour of the

U
.N

. building, the M
acklin stu-

dents visited the m
ajor assem

-
bly room

s, including the
Security C

ouncil and G
eneral

A
ssem

bly, the latter of w
hich

w
as in session. A

fter lunch, the
group m

ade its w
ay to the

N
ew

 York Stock Exchange.
U

nbeknow
nst to the students,

their tour here w
as by no

m
eans the standard tour.

A
stonished, the students found

them
selves dow

n on the
N

Y
SE’s trading floor, w

alking
am

ong the traders in the m
id-

dle of the busy trading day.
D

avid A
di, another M

acklin
scholar, com

m
ented:  “Last

June, I visited the Financial

D
istrict, but I had to settle for a

view
 of the building’s exterior.

Seeing the trading desks in
action w

as practically a dream
com

e true.”
A

fter the unforgettable
experience at the N

Y
SE, the

group continued to explore the
financial district, including the
M

useum
 of A

m
erican Financial

H
istory, w

here they learned the
history of the greenback and
the N

ew
 York Stock Exchange.

Just outside the m
useum

 sits
the sculpture “C

harging Bull,”

a sym
bol of the bullish opti-

m
ism

 and determ
ination of

W
all Street. M

any of the stu-
dents had their picture taken
w

ith the fam
ous bull and

rubbed it for luck, a com
m

on
tradition for investors seeking
to m

ake their fortunes in the
stock m

arket. 
The students visited

G
round Z

ero to pay tribute to
the victim

s of the W
orld Trade

C
enter attack on Septem

ber 11,
2001. This w

as the first tim
e

visiting the site for m
any in the

group, w
ho called it a very

m
oving and pow

erful experi-
ence. A

fterw
ard, they found a

gathering spot next to the N
ew

York H
arbor that provided a

view
 of Ellis Island and the

Statue of Liberty. 
To conclude their trip, the

students w
ere treated to dinner

in a private room
 at a restau-

rant in the W
orld Financial

C
enter before boarding the bus

for the return trip to

M
ontgom

ery C
ollege. Even

after a long, tiring day the stu-
dents brim

m
ed w

ith enthusi-
asm

. M
acklin Scholar Beronica

Portillo com
m

ented: “I can’t
believe one day could bring on
so m

any adventures. N
ot only

did I w
itness the financial m

ar-
ket in action, but I got to spend
a day w

ith m
y fellow

 M
acklin

Scholars outside of the usual
school-setting.”

M
acklin Scholars Spend Unforgettable Day in New

 York City
“S

e
e

in
g

 th
e

 tra
d

in
g

 d
e

s
k

s
 

in
 a

c
tio

n
 w

a
s

 p
ra

c
tic

a
lly a

 
d

re
a

m
 c

o
m

e
 tru

e
.”

D
avid Adi

M
acklin scholar
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, th
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 c
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tio

n
 o

f a
 d
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M
a

c
k

lin
 S

c
h

o
la

r D
a

vid
 A

d
i p

o
se

s w
ith

 "C
h

a
rg

in
g

 B
u

ll,"
th

e
 sto

c
k

 m
a

rke
t ic

o
n

. (M
a

y 2006) 


