
Arab American Heritage Month at Montgomery College…


Overview:

In 1999, then Montgomery County Executive Doug Duncan first declared April to be observed as the Arab-American Heritage month. More than 8,000 people of the Arab descent live in the County according to the county statistics. The College celebrates this occasion with a dynamic calendar of events throughout the month of April every year.  We welcome this opportunity to honor the Arab Americans; students, staff, and faculty, and their contributions to our community.  
A significant but often silent group, Arabs and Arab Americans in Montgomery County contribute to our community, our nation, and our world.  Henceforth, each year we try to add a boost of awareness of Arab- American heritage to improve our community's understanding of diverse backgrounds. A most influential element in our community, education is the key to creating the essential components of understanding and cooperation.

One of the strengths of Montgomery College is its highly diverse population of students, staff, and faculty from more than 170 countries.  Its mission is changing people’s lives through knowledge.  In order to combat ignorance, fear, and misinformation about cultures, we need to provide opportunities for the College and the greater community to learn and to engage in open discussion.  This program, with its month-long series of events, can provide experience and knowledge about Arab-American cultures to create new awareness, new friendships, mutual respect, and increased understanding.   
The program relates directly to Student Achievement and Retention.  In having students and faculty participate along with community members during the Arab American Heritage Month, a foundation will be laid for further activities recognizing the contributions Arabs and Arab Americans make to the community.  Hopefully, it will also increase student engagement and strengthen the relationship between students and faculty, particularly in areas that will supplement the classroom educational experience.

 Arab American Heritage Month program’s goals and objectives:
1. To increase knowledge and understanding of Arab-American cultures

2. To provide a forum for Arab and Arab American students, faculty, staff, and community at large where they can celebrate their knowledge and experience 

3. To break down barriers through knowledge and education across diverse cultures

4. To create a climate of respect

5. To promote critical thinking among students with regard to cultural representations and stereotypes

6. To create authentic problem solving in a community of learning

7. To gain insight into the uses and misuses of history

8. To model reasoned discourse and debate
9. To provide an accessible, free venue that encourages collaboration
Students, faculty, staff, and the community at large will benefit greatly from this program.  Through the quest for greater knowledge, participants will gain a better understanding of themselves and others, and hopefully, will gain new friendships and new alliances at the same time.  The program will also provide an opportunity towards bridging cultures towards a renewed awareness that will help to create a more accepting and friendly campus environment for all.  
For more information about the program, please contact Enas Elhanafi at 240-567-1759 or enas.elhanafi@montgomerycolleg.edu
 Sincerely,

Enas Elhanafi
Arab American Heritage Month Coordinator
  Together we can achieve the mission of bridging cultures, building awareness, strengthening mutual understanding 
and increasing cooperation among diverse cultures in our community.
